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extend from national and international to family and personal
life, it seems advisable that elementary school pupils should
learn fundamental principles of economics through their daily
study.
EDUCATION FOR PERSONAL, HOME, AND FAMILY
LIVING CONTRIBUTES TO GENERAL
EDUCATION
Personal and home-living experiences provide an excellent
medium through which the child may gain a mastery of lan-
guage, writing, arithmetic, and other means of expression as
well as an understanding of economics, scientific principles,
and the ability to think critically. Home-living and personal
experiences, if woven into the daily general school ones, give
unity and continuity to new learnings as the child moves from
the known to the unknown. Free use of such experiences
may help to avoid children's disinterest and emotional dis-
turbances which are caused at times by a too rapid break from
the security of the home, or having to meet too many new
experiences at one time.
Home and family life education, when it is a part of the
child's early learning, strives also to develop a pride and appre-
ciation of the home and family, a respect for the different
interests of each member of the family, a desire to keep well,
a responsibility for protecting the health of others, a willing-
ness to assume responsibility for one's own health, a desire
to share in doing home tasks, an enjoyment of simple home
pleasures, and a degree of assurance in making good use of
one's money when making purchases. Other social goals in-
clude the ability to play alone or with other children, to teach
younger children how to play together, and to give and take
with others in play and work situations.
Thus, if we are to maintain the American concept of the
democratic life, and build for even stronger group living, edu-
cation for personal, home, and family living should be part of
each person's education. This goal is far from being attained.